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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


possesses no positive diagnostic value in connection with pelvic hsematocele, 
and may result from nutritive disturbances in afebrile as well as in febrile 
affections. 


Menstruation and Ovulation. 

Leopold and Mibonoff {ibid.) conclude, from their surgical and patho¬ 
logical studies of this subject, that: 1. Menstruation and ovulation usually 
coincide, though the former often occurs independent of the latter. 2. Men¬ 
struation is directly dependent upon the presence of the ovaries and the normal 
development of the endometrium, and not upon the ripening and bursting of 
a Graafian vesicle. 3. Ovulation usually occurs at the time of the monthly 
flow in consequence of the increased congestion of the pelvic organs at this 
time, when a typical corpus luteum results. 4. Ovulation may occur at other 
times during the month, though seldom under physiological conditions. 5. 
Sometimes the increased blood-pressure due to the menstrual nisus may lead 
to the rupture of an unripe ovisac, when an atypical corpus luteum results. 
G. Even after the climacteric, normal ovisacs may persist and may rupture 
physiologically, atypical corpora lutea resulting. 
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The Treatment of Hydrocephalus. 

Wyss (Oorretpondeiublall /. Schweizcr Aerztc, 1893, No. 8, p. 289) reports 
a case in an infant aged eight months, in which repeated puncture produced 
very gratifying results. In the course of a year seven punctures in all were 
made. After each operation the symptoms of cerebral compression dimin¬ 
ished ; the sight, which had been greatly affected, returned to normal after 
the fourth puncture; and measurement of the head showed manifest diminu¬ 
tion in all the cranial diameters. One year after the last puncture the child, 
then two years and three months old, wa3 physically well developed, carried 
his head easily, could sit up, had twenty teeth, but could not yet walk. For 
a year he had had only one attack of convulsions, which had previously been 
very frequent He heard well and had good vision, could sing and repeat 
words and phrases, but was incapable of forming them spontaneously. 

In view of this success, the author confirms the reports of the advantages 
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of puncture made by other writers: disappearance of convulsions (Berg- 
rnann); favorable influence upon the physical development (Rehn, Phocaa, 
Quincke, Karnitzky, Wyss); psychical development and re-establishment of 
vision (Wyss). The operation is not devoid of inconveniences, but these can 
be avoided. Cephalhematoma consecutive to the puncture is very rare in 
these cases, and can be avoided by puncturing the lumbar canal. Infection 
of the meninges, with consequent meningitis, is not to be feared when the 
operation is performed under rigid antisepsis. The collapse which has some¬ 
times followed the puncture is never alarming. Finally the author con¬ 
cludes that puncture and aspiration of the cranium or of the lumbar canal are 
indicated in acute meningitis accompanied by phenomena of compression, 
in tubercular and syphilitic meningitis of slow progress, and in the in¬ 
creased size of the head observed after certain meningites. 

Treatment of Whooping-cough by Rectal Injections of 
Cabbon Dioxide. 

Berg eon {Lyon Medical, 1893, No. 26, p. 254) suggests a new field for 
gaseous rectal injection in treating whooping-cough, a plan which he has 
used successfully in the case of his son, aged three years. 

Immediately after a kink, provided three hours had elapsed since the in¬ 
gestion of food, he administered a gaseous injection of from one to two litres 
of carbonic acid gas, containing a few centigrammes of pyridine. The child 
could eat immediately after the injection, which gave rise to no digestive 
disturbance. After a fresh kiuk the injection may be repeated at four-hour 
intervals. In severe cases it may be necessary to keep up the injections 
during the night. In some cases the injections have been given five or six 
times in the twenty-four hours. The most severe cases are said rarely to 
resist this treatment more than a week. 


Local Treatment of Incontinence of Urine. 

Pousson (Journal de Mededne de Bordeaux, 1893, No. 21) states that incon¬ 
tinence of urine in children may be classified under three pathogenic forms: 
1. That dependent upon atony of the sphincter. 2. The vesical irritability 
of Trousseau, without any alteration of the sphincter. 3. Irritability of the 
membranous portion of the urethra, or contracture of the sphincter. Gases 
due to atony of the sphincter, and those dependent upon vesical irritability, 
as described by Trousseau, in which belladonna proves most efficacious, are 
easily understood; but in association with contracture of the sphincter, in¬ 
continence seems paradoxical. M. Janet has given this ingenious'pathogeny: 
such children are neuropathic, emotional, and preoccupied all day by their 
urinary function, interrupting frequently their play and work to micturate— 
polyurics and pollakiurics. This watchfulness does not entirely remit at 
night: when they sleep deeply they return to it, and imbue their dreams 
with the desire to micturate, just as they constantly introduce it into their 
sports by day. 

In all these forms the different medicinal remedies are not to be neglected; 
but when they fail, it is necessary to have recourse to local treatment, which 



